
 
July, 2010 
 
Dear Friends and Family… 
 
As you may or may not know, I have had the good fortune to step into a full-time 
pastorate role at River Valley Community Church in Grants Pass, Oregon. Starting 
June 1st, I became the Pastor of Outreach and Home Groups. For me this is an 
occupation better than anything I could have dreamed of. In the last month I have 
had the opportunity to join with 1400 people in Grants Pass in serving their 

community as well as take a scouting trip to two Native American Tribes in Arizona and visit an Inner-City Ministry in 
Fresno. Lord willing, we will be able to start assisting these neglected groups in the future.  
 I will be leaving on August 14th to participate on a medical mission, high in the Andes in  Peru.  It is co-
sponsored by Adventure-Trek International and River Valley Community Church.   Participating on the trip will be a 
family practice physician, a nurse practitioner, a dentist, two young men just completing dental school in Portland, and 
several others who will be assisting the medical personnel. You might be asking “Why Peru?”  A few facts that you 
might find interesting about Peru and this trip especially.   
 The area we will be serving is in the Ausangate Mountains.  When a 
small team visited the area last year, they found a forgotten people.  Because 
these people live at and elevation of fourteen thousand feet, the conditions are 
amazingly severe.  Just taking warm blankets made all the difference in the 
world.  They were so excited about the possibility of a medical and dental team 
because according to what we were told, there has never been any medical 
outreach into that area.   
 What we will be doing is some basic medical and dental care along with 
an eyeglass clinic.  We will also be distributing blankets and socks.  We will be 
going each day to a different village.  Part of the team will actually trek into 
some small villages in the mountains which are not accessible by van.  It is an 
amazing opportunity to serve a forgotten people who in many cases are 
desperate.  We will also be showing the Jesus film in the Quechua language.  We 
will be traveling with a local Peruvian family and an itinerant evangelist named 
Claudio who lives and serves these mountain villages.   
 My travel expenses are covered for this trip, but I would like to have some good friends praying for me.  If you 
feel led and would like to contribute financially to some of the ministry expenses associated with the mission (medical 
supplies, blankets and socks), simply fill out the enclosed envelope and it will be designated towards your wishes.   My 
primary purpose in sending this letter however, is to ask you to be on my prayer team.  Even though Peru is a 
picturesque, beautiful area in many ways, it is also a very dark place.  Many of the folks actually worship the mountains 
instead of the Lord who made the mountains.  We will also distribute Quechua New Testaments.   So this trip is 
humanitarian in nature, but we will also  be sharing the Good News of Jesus. 
 Thank you for standing alongside of me in prayer and if the Lord leads, financially.   
Thanks again for being on my team and do pray for us. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 Duane Stark 
 
 
(Remember: All gifts are tax-deductible and should be made out to:  River 
Valley Short Term Missions (RVCC ST Missions) . You can also donate using 
paypal online at www.rivervalleycc.org/peru)  

 

Stay updated during our trip at: 
 www.rivervalleycc.org/peruupdates  


